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The South China Research Center at
HKUST is sat up for the purpose of
promoting research on South China. It ams
a facilitating studies on the region by
organizing  conferences,  disseminating
research results, and sharing archiva
documents. Included in its plan,
particularly, is the growth of the Center into
a center of collection of the kinds of
anthropologicad documents which are not
only related to the region but specificaly
common folks--the documents that are

usualy not available from the Government
bureaus and departments or conventional
museums and archives.

Among its various godls, this endeavor
of collecting regiond archivd and folk
documents, it seems to me, is of particular
sgnificance for its uniqueness and also its
urgency. As an internationa finance
center, Hong Kong is undergoing a very
rapid change these days in many ways--
both culturd and physicad. The City's
population is congtantly flowing in and out,



1998.1.15

with many of the Hong Kongers having
business activities conducted through family
or clan connections al over the world, while,
on the other hand, the city's surrounding
villages or rurd suburbs are disappearing
quickly, yielding to continuous demands of
land development. Both the city itself and
its surrounding areas are changing ther
landscape and culture-scape amost daily.
What is happening to the greater Hong Kong
area is, to an extent, aso happening to
Southern China, and in fact to China as a
whole. Many of the documents of
sociological and anthropologica nature tend
to get lost, disappear in this rapid change,
despite of or because of the fact that the
change means precisdly we ae in a
computer age where electronic record
keeping has become the norm and old

documents are easily discarded, disposed of.

The Center's work of collecting the archival
and folk documents, such as business
ledgers, land deeds, and village handbooks, is
an important effort in preserving and
recording the history in the loca, urban, and
folk settings. The Center will be an
important place where records of common
people s life are kept. It will be an
important, unique source of information for
both contemporary and future historians and
anthropologists.

The actual activities of the Center was
started before the Center was established;
the first conference “Folk Document and
local society in South China’, was organized
in 1993 by more or less the same group of
scholars who still constitute the main talents
of the Center. The 1993 conference has
since then become the first of a series of
annua events and, aong with the
conferences, this research group has aso
put out Documentary Series, working papers
and Newdetters, and acquired some
sgnificant, rare collections. Although the

collection is small, it is growing. With the
establishment of the Center now, research
can be expected to be facilitated as it
continues in an inditutionaly reinforced
manner.

| should mention that Dr. Chi-cheung
Choi's devotion and leadership has much to
do with turning the idea of the center into a
redity. Besides Dr. Choi, who is now aso
the Director of the Center, other active
members of the research group based in
HKUST who have contributed much to the
establishment of the Center and its research
activities include Dr. Su-woo Cheung, Dr.
Tik-sang Liu, Dr. May-bo Ching, Mr
Muk-chi Ma, Mr. Wing-ho Wong and Mr.
Sui-wai Cheung.

Without the supports of various funding
agencies and the Adminigtration at the
University, the group and the Center would
not have been able to do what they have
done so successfully. Dr. Choi has aready
mentioned those individuas and
organizations that have helped the Center at
its various stage of development. On
behaf of the Division, I'd like to aso express
my gratitude to them.

Besides providing financia support for
the Center's activities, the Dean of our
School, Prof. Ting Pang-hsin, has aso
graced the Center with a persona touch of
his for this ceremony. He has written the
name of the Center in an elegant caligraphy
which has then been carved on a beautiful
piece of red wood. Professor Ting will
officidly inaugurate the Center for business,
by following a custom that people in South
Chinafollow in celebrating a happy occasion
such as a wedding. This is caled

--or "Adoring the Plague with Golden
Flowers and Red Ribbon."

Thank you
1997-11-21
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The Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society:
Its Past and Present

THE ROYAL ASI
founded in London in 1823 and it received its
Royal Charter the following year. Today,
the Roya Asatic is the oldest and most
important society of its kind in Europe. With
about 500 local and overseas members, the
Hong Kong Branch of the Society is
presently seeking to broaden its membership
base. Severa times a year we host
lectures at the City Hall. Recent topics
‘PreWorld War I
Kowloon', a photographic study by Mr. Ko

covered include
Tim Keung.

UP COMI N Gnclldeohe By $r. Kevin
Bishop on Chinas Imperid Way. In
addition to the taks we host at City Hall,

A Twa€ SvlAclB &reEofenyto the public, The Roya

Asiatic Society, H.K. Branch, arranges for
its members various local excursons to
points of interest in Hong Kong as well as
trips outside the area.  Within the next few
months, we will be taking a walking tour of
Stanley and we will vist places of worship in
Tai Po. Over the Easter holiday we will go
to Beijing for a vist to the 'backstreets, that
is, places not usudly seen by tourists. Also,
Dr. Anthony Siu will lead our group on a
vist to the Boca Tigris area in the Pearl
River Estuary in March.

FOR FURTHER
the Royad Asgatc Society, Hong Kong
Branch, please call Sarah Parndl, the

b @IRGMA T | ON
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Assistant Secretary, on 2813 1569 or fax. 2813 6744.

Dr. Solomon Bard

( Foreign
& Commonweslth Office Library)
Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong
Branch Royal
Hong Kong Regiment  The Volunteers
Hong Kong Sea School
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1. CY. Choi and Y.K.Chan ,

“Public Housing



Development and Population Movement: A Study of
Kwun Tong, Hong Kong”, Socia Research Centre,
Occasional Paper No. 72, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong, July.1972.

2. John T. Myers and Davy Leung, “A Chinese Spirit-

meduum Temple in Kwung Tong: A Preliminary Report”
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A44-07-11-2, Social Research Centre, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, August 1974.
3.

1957-19832 1982
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Daria

Feb. 21,1998 (Sat.)

2:30pm5:00pm

Mandarin

3362

Berg
19301920
A Review of the Study of Architecture The History of Local Hiking Society:
History in China 1930-190 s
Professor Guo Daiheng Chan Y at-fong
School of Architecture, The Tsinghua Senior leader of local hiking tours
University

April 18, 1998 (Sat.)
2:30pm5:00pm
Cantonese

Room 3362, The Univer sty of Scienceand Technology
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Co-organized by

South China Research Circle/ South China Research Center, Humanities Division, HKUST.
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Annual Lecture Serieson

Social Organization and I dentiti

2:30 pm - 5:00 pm; March 28, 1998
Venue: Committee Room, 41/F, Broadcast, Culture, and Sports Branch, Revenue Tower,
5 Gloucester Road, Wai Chai, Hong Kong

/ Lecture | / Lecture Il
/ Mandarin / English
Zhang Xiao-jun Fung Chi-ming
Dept. of Anthropology, CUHK Dept. of History, HKU

Rural Politicization anGaitrhiend@eStlirienregtofi Thr ough Div

Linedpe:Case of a Vill agRi t k sthuggw alnaDPouirngnd Et hni c | de
the Republican Period Hong Kong
Co-organized by

The South China Research Circle/ The Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society

Workshop on
Popular Religion in South China

7332 1315

1929-1930
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600
(1)
(2)
(Name) (Mr Ms)
(Institution)
(Mailing Address)
(Phone) (E-mail)

South China Research Circle

c/o Humanities Division
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong
(E-mail address)  schina@usthk.ust.hk
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