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THE NG [WU] LINEAGE OF MAN LAU HEUNG, SUN WUI COUNTY [WENLOU
XIANG, XINHUI COUNTY]AND ITS REGULATIONS OF 1921.

James Hayes

The cover of this book is entitled [Cantonese
romanization] "The Heung Regulations of the Ng
Tsung Yeung Tong of Man Lau (< #5144 2 450
HI) " [in Wade-Giles mandarin and in modern Pinyin
it is romanized as Wu Tsung Jang T’ang of Wen Lou

/Wu Zongrangtang of Wenlou respectively].

It originates with the Ng [Wu () ] family
(lineage) but it is not a book of social etiquette and
protocol, as we supposed; namely, of the kind intended
to provide guidance for the celebration of births,
marriages, funerals and other major occasions within
the lineage, including the formats for the written

papers and documents associated with them.

Instead, it turns out to be a detailed compendium
of rules in both civil and criminal matters, applicable
both to members of the Ng clan and to those persons
from outside it who, in one way or another, have
become involved with its members through injuring
them or taking or threatening their lives, land, crops,

livestock and other property.

"Man Lau" is clearly the name of the Heung [Xiang
(38 ) ] or geographical sub-district in which the Ng
lineage was located. We know that the printing of this
publication was carried out by the Man Ming Printing
Office of "Wui Sing" (ﬁﬁ‘?ﬂ/ F‘EJHJ}J?:?‘[E;JI[J) [this
information is given in the margin of each page] and
since "Wui Sing" is the common shortened form for
Sun Wui City, the county town of Sun Wui [Xinhui (¥t
%’? ) ] County in the Canton Delta, we may presume
that "Man Lau Heung" was located within the same

county and that the Ngs lived in one or more villages

within the Heung boundaries.

In fact, being the prime movers in the "Regulations”
project, they were very likely to have been the most
numerous and predominant lineage within the Man

Lau Heung.

The Regulations were published is in the 10th year
of the Chinese Rep-ublic, 5th lunar month and 17th
day, the date being 22nd June 1921 in the western
calendar. Administrative boundaries and nomenclature
have changes a good deal since then, but it seems
likely that Man Lau Heung is now located within the
present Kong Mun [Jiangmen (17 [f]) ] Municipality
in the Canton Delta area of Guangdong province

[formerly romanized Kwang-tung (’?ﬂﬁ\l )1

The attached copy of part of the "Postal Map of
Kwangtung District", published in 1922, shows Man
Lau as lying not far from the old market town of Kwu
Tseng [Gujing], indicated prominently on the map as

‘Ku-tsing’. [See below for Kwu Tseng (E[ 2.

The Regulations were produced at a time of anarchy
and civil war, when the ordered civil government of
late Qing times had weakened after the Revolution of
1911. Warlords, large and small, were contending for
control of the Guangdong Province and its different
regions. Amid the uncertainties of everyday life, the
Ng clan’s leaders clearly felt they had to take control
of their Heung. It was for this reason that they went to
the trouble of producing a comprehensive and detailed
compendium of the regulations that should govern the
taking of life and property within it, together with the

penalties and financial compensations that should be
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applied to any transgressors and their victims. All told,
the Regulations comprise 19 sections, with a total of

104 separate clauses.

Clearly, the Ng lineage leaders must have
felt themselves fully capable of taking up these
responsibilities. A prominent feature of the book is
the list of names of the officers and elders of the clan:
that is, those who were sponsoring the Regulations,
and thus were also responsible for applying its

provisions.

However, the Regulations were backed by more
than the elders’ authority, resting as it was solely
on the local custom and the force of public opinion.
A supplementary section of the book concerns the
local guard and militia unit raised by the Ng lineage
to maintain law and order in the Heung, and ward
off robbers and the like (though this part is unlikely
to have been a completely new creation). This extra

section has 36 clauses.

It is also appropriate to mention here that the
heading to the Preface contains two characters
[zhongding (fg'[rgf) ], which indicate that this edition
was a revised and probably expanded version of an

earlier set of the Man Lau Heung Regulations.

Other historical material is included in this new
edition. The book also includes regulations for
the operation of the market town of Kwu Tseng
[Gujing], as stated above, located not far from the
Man Lau Heung. This section contains 23 clauses.
These regulations are in the form of a compact or
agreement between local lineages connected with the
Market. Such documents were quite common in the

Guangdong countryside.

This compact was signed by 9 elders from five

lineages, and the leader was an Ng holding an

appointment in the local administrative system.

An older document is also included. This relates to
an official judgment (or administrative decision) made
by the county magistrate of Xinhui in 1870, in regard
to a [presumably long-standing] dispute over land

between the Ng and Chiu lineages of Man Lau Heung.

Of particular interest are the hand-written notes
which appear in the first few pages of the book, and
the amendments and annotations made here and there
in the text. I am not able to decipher much of what
has been set down, but the changes show that this was
a working set of regulations; in use and being applied
for some time. [Perhaps the notes and comments can
give an indication of when they were added to this

copy of the book]

I must stress that this is no more than an overview
of the book’s contents with a brief appraisal of its

worth.

However, there is enough here to show that it is
clearly a most valuable historical record of troubled
times, and the measures taken by one of the major
local lineages to maintain order, in default of effective
action by the constituted civil authorities. Thereby it
serves to illustrate the strength and wealth of the large
clans of Sun Wui County, at that time and for long
before. The whole compilation, and the Ng lineage

itself, are worthy of detailed research.

Sydney, 16 April 2002
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