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Chung Yee Tong, Tuen Mun, -NT: Visit on 24 May 1988
With SLO/TM and LO I Angie Yip

As before, we met the'é}&érs'g; the. Chung. Yee Tong's office near
the To clan's ancestral ‘temple. ‘As _before, there was a notice
pasted on the outside wall, this  fime written on purple paper,
welcoming my visit. It was written by Mr To Fuk-tim who had
prepared a speech of welcome, all as before. By prior
arrangement, we were due to visit the member villages of San
Hing, Siu Hang and Po Tong Ha, and to see the sites of the former
villages of Yuen Ka Wai and Chuk Tsuen. The village
representatives of the three villages were present, along with a
number of elders from the Tong.

After Mr To's speech, we discussed a number of points before we
left to visit the . places 1listed above. I had looked out two
papers relating to the Tong's villages before leaving home, and
showed them to Mr To. One was the genealogy of his family
received by HRU researchers about 1981 from the VR of Nai Wai.
“Ah, from the third Fong", they said, and promptly pointed out an
entry in it which stated that a branch of the clan had settled at
Chuk Tsuen. The other was a collection of forms and documents
which, old Mr To said, had been compiled by his great uncle,a
close relative within the family, who held the degree of Lam
Sang, which was superior to Sau Choi. (This is the first time T
have had such a collection attributed to a degree-holding
scholar, and in his case he is credited with having written it
out). We looked at a number of entries, including one relating to
the form of invitation from a Ha Wu to his master or employer. Mr
To hesitated a little, then said it was from a servant. My own
view is that it might have referred to that class of persons
found in the larger clans who were bonded servants from one
generation to another: see Baker's book on Sheung Shui: but I did
not raise this with him. There were other entries relating to a
Hau Wong temple. In answer to a query, they said that the Sam
Sheng Kung temple next to the old ancestral hall contained a Hau
Wong image as well as the Yuen Tan(Tiger Killeir) and Kwan Tai.
The book was intended to meet the needs of the local community in
its communal, clan and family occasions.

I asked about fishing, and whether persons from the Chung Yee
Tong's villages had fished by boat or stakenet. Generally
speaking, they had not, not being coastal settlements. I then
asked about flares or 1lights made from rattan, rushes, pine
branches or other materials similar to those reported from the
Tsuen Wan and Tsing Yi villages, albeit mostly in connection with
fishing. One elder spoke of using the dried stalks of sugar cane
for this purpose, when walking between villages. Mr To mentioned
lanterns using an oil light, before kerosene superseded them.

We then spoke about the Sau Choi-teacher Wong Chi-lut of Yuen

Long, whose native village was said to be Sheung Sha Tan of Sham
Chun. He was said to have written a book. It was not clear of

[ R G5 -
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The Chung Yee Tong and Tuen Mun District

James Hayes

Up to the mid-1980s, my historical publications
had focused on the towns and old villages of the
southern part of the New Territories, more especially
to those on Lantau and in the former Tsuen Wan
district. However, an invitation to officiate at the
Chung Yee Tong’s once in ten years Ta Chiu (37 [i)
on 2 December 1986, when I was Regional Secretary
New Territories, led to a fruitful connection with
the Tong and its member villages in the Tuen Mun
District. I paid another official visit in July 1987,
four months before my retirement from government
service, and made several more private visits to the
area thereafter, prior to moving residence to Australia
in October 1990.

The typed reports which accompany this note are
the record of this happy association with the Chairman
and members of the Tong. I wish to thank them, and
particularly their chairman, Mr. To Fuk-tim (KE??‘E?T‘\), for
kindness and assistance during every visit. The walking
tours around the villages under his guidance were most
informative, and his deep knowledge of the area and
its history, together with his collections of historical
material, were indispensable for gaining an understanding
of the Tong’s organization and past history. The notes
made of places visited, things seen, and information
recorded on each occasion, owe much to his enthusiasm
and support. I must also thank the Senior Liaison Officer,
Tuen Mun District, Mr Johnny Ho (I'FI [514), who with
other members of his staff made the arrangements for
the several post-retirement visits and accompanied me
throughout. I have been truly fortunate in my friends!

I include here notes of visits to some other

villages of the Tuen Mun District in the mid-1980s,

including the large Hakka village complex of So
Kwun Wat ( ﬁ J”gﬁb) and the medium-sized Chung Uk
Tsuen (££1%'F]), which provide information on 19"
century study halls. There is also the note of a visit
made in 1972 with the then Curator of the Hong Kong
Museum of History, Mr Ho Ching-hin ({/&%f), to
an old villager of Tuen Mun San Hui (Fr#), mainly
to question him about the salt fields that had operated
there in the 19" century and after.'

Looking back on the notes after over twenty
years, it seems to me that any interest they may

possess for others may center on the following points:

1. They describe the condition of the villages of
the Chung Yee Tong ([AZ5.4i") after over 40 years of
postwar change. The villages were partly ruined and
generally dilapidated, their native populations were
generally less numerous than in the past, and there was
little evidence of new development. Once reasonably
prosperous, they were still poor, because unlike the
Hakka villages of the coastal areas of the Tuen Mun
District, they had not up to then shared in the financial
benefits arising from the resumptions of private land
and village resitings required for the development of

Tuen Mun New Town.

2. Thanks to Mr To Fuk-tim’s writings and
other information, they shed light on the changes
within the Tong’s membership and organization in
the 19" and early 20" century, and the various duties
it has carried out at one time or another. The details
of its organization of its ‘once in ten years’ Ta Chiu,

an immensely important periodic event in the lives
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of all its member residents and in existence for about
two hundred years, is of particular interest. It is
comparable to the similar, and even older, cycle of Ta
Chiu carried out at Kam Tin and to others of the kind
elsewhere in the New Territories which were once

more numerous and widespread than at present.

3. Though less well-documented, the glimpses
provided of inter-clan strife in the area over past
centuries, in particular with the powerful Tang lineage
of Ping Shan, contribute to the general social and
political history of the New Territories. The notes also
indicate the vicissitudes of village and lineage history
over time, with some former villages of the group, or
from nearby, leaving the alliance or simply ceasing to
exist, and lineages flourishing or dying out, or moving

elsewhere.

4. The notes provide more evidence for the
great variety of settlements to be found in the New
Territories, their organization, and their turbulent
history under an imperial bureaucracy that was small in
size and obliged to rely on local leaders at the village
and township level for the everyday management of
their communities. They remind us of the great need,
in times long past, for self-management and self-help
in any emergency of whatever kind, whether natural
or man-made. Perhaps above all, they demonstrate
the innate capability of local leaders for carrying out

whatever was required, across the spectrum.

5. Some of the notes give information on
educational provision in the villages. This was
obtained from elderly men who had received
instruction in Cantonese or Hakka from local teachers
in the period 1910-41 in classes held in ancestral halls,
village houses, or in purpose-built structures. Those
old-style schools had given way to the government-
subsidized primary schools of the 1950s, with

teaching only in Cantonese. Most of these were in

decline by the 1980s owing to the growth of the New
Towns with their much larger primary and secondary
schools, and to parental preference for these over
the village schools.> My informants had also spoken
of their teachers, including Mr Wong Tze-lut (Tf[ﬁ’
) of Yuen Long, a xiucai (% 1) of the late Qing
dynasty. Higher level instruction had been provided
in earlier times in the study halls of the larger villages,
as indicated in the notes on So Kwun Wat and Chung
Uk Tsuen, which had produced candidates (and even

graduates) for the imperial examinations in their time.

6. For me, these opportunities to inspect a rural
area, hitherto prosperous but not yet redeveloped for
the rapidly growing Tuen Mun New Town, meant
that, once more, I would be visiting old long-settled
villages and meeting with village people who, I
soon discovered, were little different from those I
had encountered in the late 1950s in the then rural
communities of the old Southern District, as described
in Friends and Teachers. Given the great changes

since then, this was quite remarkable.

7. Those I met exhibited much the same
qualities: namely, a determination to press their case
with a persistence bordering on obsession; a rooted
objection to anything deemed unfair or any treatment
by the authorities which seemed lacking in respect;
together with the same marked tendency to ignore
facts that did not suit! I recognized, too, the same
rugged independence of outlook, born of past centuries
of having to look after, and look out for, themselves.
These characteristics were combined with the innate
courtesy and ease that stemmed from a traditional
upbringing and a keen sense of their own identity and

worth.

8. Among insights gained during the visits, [
recall being reminded of the importance in imperial

times of having official connections, or access to those
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who did. During a visit to the village temple we made
together in 1986, the village representative of Chung
Uk Tsuen had exclaimed, “If you have officials in your
village, you don’t need the help of the gods!” There
were also the reminders of how seriously fungshui
had been, and still was, regarded in old villages. In
the late 1980s, the taking of soil from “borrow areas”
on adjacent hillsides for major reclamation projects
connected with New Town and other development
was causing great unease in the area and occasional
confrontations with angry villagers who saw this as
a direct threat to their wellbeing through altering the
local landscape and damaging, as they thought, their

hitherto good fungshui.
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I must further explain that the papers included in
the List of Documents are "as is". They have not
been re-typed, revised, or edited, and have been
sent for safekeeping solely because they may
conceivably be of some use to future researchers.

For more information on these and other topics
mentioned in this Introduction, see my Friends
and Teachers: Hong Kong and its People 1953-87
(Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 1996)

at chapters One, Two, and Ten.
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