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6 Nicolas Standaert, Yang Tingyun, Confucian and Christian in late Ming China: His life and
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Imperial Mindong (Fujian, China), 1632-1832,” unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of
California, Berkeley, 2002.
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Journal of Oriental Studies 44 (1996): 339-382.
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Christianity in Eighteenth-and-Early-Nineteenth-Century China (London and New York:
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1650-1785 (Lanham: Rowan and Littlefield Publishers, 2001).

11 Menegon, “Ancestors, Virgins, and Friars”, 269, 327-333.
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15 Joseph Tse-Hei Lee, The Bible and the Gun: Christianity in South China (New York and
London: Routledge, 2003); “Christian God and Hostile Communities: Collective Violence
in Northeast Guangdong,” in Dragons, Tigers, and Dogs: Qing Crisis Management and the
Boundaries of State Power in Late Imperial China, eds. Jane Kate Leonard and Robert J.
Antony (Ithaca: East Asia Program, Cornell University, 2002), 213-243; “Testing Missionary
Archives against Congregational Histories: Mapping Christian Communities in South
China,” Exchange: Journal of Missiological and Ecumenical Research 32:4 (2003): 361-377.

16 Jessie G. Lutz and Rolland Ray Lutz, Hakka Chinese Confront Protestant Christianity,
1850-1900, with the Autobiographies of Eight Hakka Christians and Commentary (New
York: M.E. Sharpe, 1998).

17 Charles A. Litzinger, “Temple Community and Village Cultural Integration in North China:
Evidence from ‘Sectarian Cases’ (Chiao-an) in Chihli, 1860-1895,” unpublished Ph.D.
dissertation, University of California, Davis, 1983; “Rural Religion and Village Organization
in North China: The Catholic Challenge in the Late Nineteenth Century,” in Christianity in
China, ed. Bays, 41-52.

18 Alan R. Sweeten, Christianity in Rural China: Conflict and Accommodation in Jiangxi
Province, 1860-1900 (Ann Arbor: Center for Chinese Studies, The University of Michigan,
2001); Rolf Gerhard Tiedemann, “Rural Unrest in North China 1868-1900: With Particular
Reference to South Shandong,” unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of London,
1991; Tiedemann, “Baptism of Fire: China’s Christians and the Boxer Uprising of 1900,”
International Bulletin of Missionary Research 24:1(January 2000): 7-12; Tiedemann,

“Conversion Pattern in North China: Sociological Profiles of Chinese Christians,
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1860-1912,” in Authentic Chinese Christianity: Preludes to Its Development (Nineteenth and
Twentieth Centuries), eds. Ku Wei-ying and Koen De Ridder (Leuven: Leuven University
Press, 2001), 107-133.

19 John R. Shepherd, “From Barbarians to Sinners: Collective Conversion among Plains
Aborigines in Qing Taiwan, 1859-1895,” Christianity in China, ed. Bays, 120-137.

20 Patrick Taveirne, Han-Mongol Encounters and Missionary Endeavors: A History of Scheut in
Ordos (Hetao), 1874-1911 (Leuven: Ferdinand Verbiest Foundation and Leuven University
Press, Forthcoming).

21 Cheung Siu-Woo, “Millenarianism, Christian Movements, and Ethnic Change among the
Miao in Southwest China,” in Cultural Encounters on China’s Ethnic Frontiers, ed. Stevan
Harrell (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1995): 217-247; T’ien Ju-K’ang, Peaks of
Faith: Protestant Mission in Revolutionary China (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1993); Ralph R. Covell,
The Liberating Gospel in China: The Christian Faith Among China s Minority Peoples (Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 1995); Covell, “Christianity and China’s Minority Nationalities—
Faith and Unbelief,” in China and Christianity, eds. Uhalley and Wu, 271-282.

22 Ryan Dunch, Fuzhou Protestants and the Making of Modern China, 1857-1927 (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2001); “Protestant Revolutionaries in Fujian, China, 1901-1911,”
Asian Profile 31:5 (October 2003): 361-373.
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Movement Across the South China Sea,” The Historian 63:4 (Summer 2001): 752-768.

24 Eriberto Patrick Lozada Jr., God Aboveground: Catholic Church, Postsocialist State, and
Transnational Processes in a Chinese Village (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2001),
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New Directions in the Study of the History of
Chinese Christianity in the West

Joseph Tse-Hei Lee

Department of History
Pace University, New York

Abstract

This article reviews recent Western scholarship on the history of
Christianity in China. Current research shows a growing interest in the
study of Chinese Christian communities from the fifteen to twentieth
centuries, and in the use of Chinese and foreign official archival materials
and fieldwork data. This trend re ects a move toward a micro-history
approach that examines Sino-Christian interaction at the grassroots level,
especially Christian evangelization, mass conversion, anti-Christian
violence, as well as church-state relations. By highlighting Chinese
grassroots society as the locale of religious interaction, scholars focus on
the inculturation of Christian belief and ritual practices, the localization
of Christian communities, and the dynamics of Christian networking.
Through a critical review of the latest literature, this study discusses
new conceptual and methodological approaches to the study of Chinese

Christianity.

Keywords: Christianity, inculturation, localization, networking



