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EAE I 98 | 59 |60.20| 0 | 0.00 | 59 |60.20| 37 |37.76 | 2 | 2.04 1
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IEMEA4 150 | 107 |71.33 | 0 | 0.00 | 107 |71.33 | 38 |25.33 | 5 3.33 0
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RIE A 246 | 156 |63.41 | O | 0.00 | 156 | 63.41 | 83 |33.74 | 7 2.85 1
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ALY | 333 | 191 [57.36 | O | 0.00 | 191 |57.36 | 122 |36.64 | 20 | 6.01 17
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BLYEAAE | 298 | 142 | 47.65| 0 | 0.00 | 142 [47.65 | 138 [46.31 | 18 | 6.04 | 0
BAYEFLAE | 291 | 144 |49.48 | 0 | 0.00 | 144 [49.48 | 126 |43.30 | 21 | 7.22 | 7
A\ie+—4% | 300 | 153 |51.00| O | 0.00 | 153 |51.00 | 131 |43.67 | 16 | 5.33 | 0
ANEHFAE | 293 | 133 |45.39 | 0 | 0.00 | 133 [45.39 | 155 |52.90 | 5 | 1.71 | 4
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FUETAE | 409 | 197 |48.17 | O | 0.00 | 197 [48.17 | 184 |44.99 | 28 | 6.85 | 1
EREGE | 322 | 158 |49.07 | O | 0.00 | 158 [49.07 | 148 |45.96 | 16 | 4.97 | 2
EIE—F | 316 | 141 [44.62 | 1 | 0.32 | 142 |44.94 | 164 [51.90 | 10 | 3.16 | ©
FEUETPUSE | 325 | 152 [46.77 | O | 0.00 | 152 [46.77 | 164 [50.46 | 9 | 2.77 | O
FiEFAE | 320 | 153 |47.81| 1 | 0.31 | 154 [48.13 | 138 [43.13| 28 | 8.75 | 0
FIETA4E | 298 | 159 |53.36 | 1 | 0.34 | 160 [53.69 | 126 [42.28 | 12 | 4.03 | 0
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KEENAF 84 67 |79.76 | 17 [20.24| O 0. 00 17 |20.24 0
ARG 104 88 [84.62 | 15 |14.42| 1 0. 96 16 | 15.38 2
BEAAE 100 59 |59.00 | 37 |37.00| 4 4.00 | 41 |41.00 0
B\ 4 99 66 |66.67 | 32 |32.32| 1 1.01 | 33 |33.33 0
EHE TR 100 61 |61.00 | 34 |34.00| 5 5.00 | 39 [39.00 0
IEAREPUAE 98 59 160.20 | 37 |37.76 | 2 2.04 | 39 ]39.80 1
EfEE 147 92 |62.59| 52 |3537| 3 2,04 | 55 |37.41 2
EMA4 150 107 |71.33 | 38 |25.33| 5 3.33 | 43 | 28.67 0
Effit+=4 | 138 83 [60.14 | 47 [34.06| 8 5.80 | 55 [39.8 | 12
BRIF 200 128 |[64.00 | 66 |33.00| 6 3.00 | 72 |36.00 1
ERAF 326 180 [55.21 | 143 [43.87 | 12 | 3.68 | 155 |47.55| 13
KIETEHF: 292 181 |61.99 | 97 |33.22| 13 | 4.45 | 110 |37.67 2
KIEPY4E 155 87 |56.13 | 64 |41.29| 4 2.58 | 68 |43.87 1
KIE A 246 156 | 63.41 | 83 |33.74 7 2.85 90 | 36.59 1
BAbL =4 349 210 | 60.17 | 127 |36.39 | 12 | 3.44 | 139 |39.83 4
BALFA 246 145 |58.94 | 87 [35.37| 14 | 569 | 101 |41.06 1
Bt 249 133 [ 53.41 | 107 |42.97| 9 3.61 | 116 |46.59 1
Bit+—4 | 300 154 [ 51.33 | 135 [45.00 | 11 | 3.67 | 146 |48.67 0
BAbrueE | 333 191 [57.36 | 122 [36.64 | 20 | 6.01 | 142 |42.64 | 17
FAb+EE | 292 149 [51.03 | 134 [45.89| 9 3.08 | 143 |48.97 6
BAb—+=4| 350 166 |47.43 | 166 |47.43| 18 | 5.14 | 184 |52.57 1
BR=AE 296 140 |47.30 | 138 |46.62| 18 | 6.08 | 156 |52.70 2
G vav:= 298 142 | 47.65 | 138 |46.31 | 18 | 6.04 | 156 |52.35 0
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B TLAE 291 144 | 49.48 | 126 |43.30 | 21 | 7.22 | 147 |50.52 7
BNET4F | 300 153 | 51.00 | 131 |43.67 | 16 | 5.33 | 147 |49.00 0
ANEFAAE | 293 133 [ 45.39 | 155 [52.90 | 5 1.71 | 160 | 54.61 4
Bat+ | 297 140 | 47.14 | 141 |47.47| 16 | 5.39 | 157 |52.86 6

= 349 174 | 49.86 | 148 |42.41 | 27 | 7.74 | 175 |50.14 0
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EfET4E | 346 157 | 45.38 | 172 |49.71 | 17 | 4.91 | 189 | 54.62 2
IEfEAARAE | 320 159 [49.69 | 141 |44.06 | 20 | 6.25 | 161 | 50.31 6

o 409 197 |48.17 | 184 |44.99 | 28 | 6.85 | 212 |51.83 1
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FEUEVO4E | 325 152 | 46.77 | 164 | 50.46 9 2.77 | 173 |53.23 0
BEiEHEE | 320 154 | 48.13 | 138 |43.13 | 28 | 875 | 166 |51.88 0
EiE T AE | 298 160 |53.69 | 126 |42.28 | 12 | 4.03 | 138 | 46.31 0

BHEZEE 311 152 | 48.87 | 137 |44.05| 22 | 7.07 | 159 |51.13 3
BT AE 301 150 |49.83 | 140 |46.51 | 11 3.65 | 151 |50.17 0
EiE T UE] 320 155 | 48.44 | 144 |45.00 | 21 | 6.56 | 165 |51.56 0
BEiE=+ T4 375 153 | 40.80 | 205 |54.67 | 17 | 4.53 | 222 |59.20 | 28
FEH=-FAE 29 138 | 46.62 | 150 |50.68 | 8 2.70 | 158 |53.38 0
HEE=-+/UE| 303 151 [49.83 | 140 |46.20 | 12 | 3.96 | 152 |50.17 0
FEIHE—4F] 298 129 |43.29 | 144 |48.32| 25 8.39 | 169 | 56.71 1
FEmlU-HIUAE | 393 191 [48.60 | 192 |48.85| 10 | 2.54 | 202 |51.40 0
(5 -tz 399 197 |49.37 | 180 |45.11| 22 | 5.51 | 202 |50.63 3
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R B2 FLAF 386 174 | 45.08 | 185 |47.93 | 27 6.99 | 212 |54.92 0

EE AR 295 140 | 47.46 | 142 |48.14 17 5.76 159 | 53.90 4
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W E\HE 301 132 | 43.85 151 | 50.17 18 5.98 169 | 56.15 1

HE—E | 341 157 |46.04 | 160 |46.92 | 24 | 7.04 | 184 |53.96 0
HEE | 361 171 | 47.37 | 155 |42.94| 25 6.93 | 180 |49.86 2

EE_+h8E] 301 129 | 42.86 | 155 |51.50 17 5.65 172 | 57.14 0
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Upward Social Mobility in Ming China Revisited

Hong HSU
National Chi Nan University

History Collage

Nankai University
Abstract

Fifty-five years ago, Ping-ti Ho published his famous The Ladder of
Success in Impertal China, in which he mainly used numerical data from
lists of jinshi to discuss social mobility in Ming-Qing China. Ho’s main
data to demonstrate the degree of upward social mobility in the Ming
consisted of 6,332 examples drawn from 22 jinshi lists which were
available in North American libraries at that time. Since the 1980’s,
many more libraries in the PRC have become accessible to scholars. Now
we can reach sources to which Professor Ho did not have access. In this
paper, I used 15, 528 cases drawn from 57 jinshi lists, including lists from
the reigns of five emperors to which Ho did not have access. Using the
same methodology as Ho, with these new sources, I have re-confirmed
the applicability of his theory of upward socio-academic mobility. In the
Ming period (1368-1644), 56% of jinshi came from families that had not
previously produced a single holder of the elementary degree, let alone an
official title, while jinshi from prominent families accounted for 44% .

This is comparable to the 50: 50 findings of Ho’s study, and proves that

Hong HSU, National Chi Nan University; History College of Nankai University, Taiwan, R.
O. C. E-mail: hishsu@gmail.com.
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his claim that the traditional bureaucracy was open to the common people

in Ming times is still valid.

Keywords: Ping-ti Ho, The Ladder of Success in Imperial China, upward

social mobility, Ming dynasty, examination system





