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From “Ji Zhang” to “Zhang Bu”:
The Evolution of Household Registration Forms
between the Tang and Song Dynasties
as Reflected in The Tiansheng Code

Quyang ZHOU
Collaborative Center for the Promotion of Chinese Culture in Hong Kong,
Macau, Taiwan, and Overseas

Jinan University
Abstract

The Tang Dynasty’s “Ji Zhang” system for managing household
registration evolved into a new “Zhang Bu” system by the early Song
Dynasty, as reflected in the Song “Tiansheng Code”. During this historical
evolution, “Huji” ( 7 4€) and “Jizhang” (5} %) gradually integrated,
ultimately leading to the creation of a new type of “Dingkou Zhang”( ] []
M%) that included name registry summaries and reporting functions. The
“Bu”({#) documents followed the tradition of the “Chaike Bu”( Zfl#),
and besides keeping household information, their primary function shifted
to registering properties and assigning corvee duties. Compared to the Tang
dynasty’s unified “Ji Zhang” system that seamlessly linked central and local
administrations, the Song dynasty’s central and local governments utilized
different documents, suggesting intricate distinctions in their household

taxation and management responsibilities.

Keywords: household registration, “Zhang Bu”, The Tiansheng Code,

documentary administration
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