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From Yao Cave to Registered Household:
The Lijia Corvee System’s Implement in Northeastern

Guangxi during Ming and Qing Dynasties

Jianmin REN
Center for Historical Anthropology & Department of History

Sun Yat-sen University
Abstract

Implementing the Lijia corvee system was a significant step in the tax
and servitude system of the Ming and Qing dynasties. Because of the vast
territory of China, the degree of implementation of the Lijia corvee
system in different regions also varied, and it was difficult to standardize
the Lijia system. Taking northeastern Guangxi as the investigation area,
this paper argues that after implementing the Lijia corvee system in the
Ming dynasty, part of the “Yao land” in northeastern Guangxi was also
absorbed into the Lijia corvee system. The Buli (Wantu), established in
1389 in the west extension of Quanzhou, the three “Yaoli” in Chadong of
Lingui county, and the “Zhuangli” established by “Ling” settlements in
Yining County are special Lijia units installed according to different local
social structures and historical traditions. Their establishments were
combined with the Xiangdu and Yaotuan systems in the Song and Yuan
dynasties. The whole process demonstrated how the Ming and Qing
regimes used the Lijia corvee system to reform the local society in a

flexible way.

Keywords: Ming and Qing Dynasties, Lijia corvee system, Northeast

Guangxi, “Yao Land”, “Yaotuan”
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