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“Shumon ninbetsu Aratame cho” and the
Establishment of Early-modern Japan’s

Household Registration Documents

Chen LIU
Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies

Shandong University
Abstract

The household registration documents of early- modern Japan mainly
include the “Shumon ninbetsu Aratame cho”, which originated from the
“Ninbetsu Aratame” used for wartime mobilization and the *“Shumon
Aratame” that aimed to ban Christianity and control the beliefs of the
people. “Shumon ninbetsu Aratame cho” appeared and took shape in the
early 17th century. During Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s regime, documents
such as the “Ninbetsu Aratame cho” for household registration for the
purpose of war mobilization appeared, but they were not widely
implemented. The Edo shogunate established the “Terauke System” after
“closing the country”, and the shogunate registered and managed the
people’s religious activities through the upper levels of temples, villages,
towns, and groups in various regions. The resulting document system,
such as the accounts of changing religious sects, has actually functioned

as household registration documents in early- modern Japan.

Keywords: “Shumon Aratame”, prohibition of religion, Edo shogunate,

household registration documents, early-modern period
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