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The Reproduction of Muang Polities:
A Study on the Evolution of Regional Political Systems
in the West of the Mekong River since the 15th Century

Di ZHU
Department of History

Sun Yat-sen University
Abstract

This article aims to explain the development and evolution of Muang
Polities and other political systems in the border area between Yunnan and
Myanmar after the 15th century. This article also argues that the early
Muang polities, organized around the core kinship relationships of Tai
(Dai) leaders, were combined with the local traditional political system
and, after several generations of development during the Ming and Qing
dynasties, evolved into a stable system with strong local control
capabilities after the end of the Qing-Burma War. The article refers to
this system as the “Muang( quan)-zhai.” Compared with early Muang
polities and those in other Southeast Asian regions, this system shows
several prominent features in structure and culture, including distributing
the “Chao Muang” power to non — core kinship groups, taxation systems,
and shared value norms in local rituals. By integrating various local
systems, it effectively administrated the ethnic groups under its
jurisdiction. By the end of the Qing dynasty, tribal leaders who had not
been well governed by the central government also used this regional

administrative system to seek formal national positions. The system

Di ZHU, Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, No. 135, Xingangxi Rd.
Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, P. R. China. E-mail: 419784844 @qq.com.
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became a kind of local leader behavior standard in the region and

ultimately constructed a unique political order.

Keywords: Muang Polities, Chao Muang, Tribal Leaders, Muang/
Quan-Zhai





