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The Construction and Competition of Memory:
A Study of the Martyrs’ Shrine in the Early Republic
of China (1912-1928)

Hailiang YAN
School of Marxism

South China Normal University
Abstract

The Martyrs’ Shrines built throughout the Beijing Government era
combined modern political symbolism and traditional social
indoctrination. As political monuments, they were meaningful symbols
that military groups constantly constructed and transformed. After the
Xinhai Revolution, the Provisional Government led by Sun Yat-sen,
rebuilt the Dahan Martyrs’ Shrine to establish a memory of the
revolutionaries’ loyalty and martyrdom. After Yuan Shikai took over as
interim president, he reinterpreted the connotation of loyalty and
martyrdom. To reestablish his legitimacy, He tried to transform the
memory of loyalty and martyrdom from the memory of the Xinhai
Revolution to the memory of the Republican State. During the chaotic
warlord period, the Martyrs’ Shrine became a contested political symbol:
all the military groups competed in constructing the narratives of their
defense of the country and built up opposing memories of loyalty and
martyrdom. At the grassroots level, the Martyrs’ Shrine served as a
spiritual space for local governments and the gentry to maintain order and

educate society.

Keywords: Beijing Government, Martyrs’ Shrine, memory of

revolution, national memory
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