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Fisher Folk’s Beliefs and Regional Integration:
an Investigation of the Worship of “Sanshan Taigong”

by the Yu Family of Duchang County, Jiangxi Province

Min LI
School of Humanities

Nanchang University
Abstract

This article examines the formation of the belief in * Sanshan
Taigong” among the Yu family in Duchang County, Jiangxi Province,
during the Ming and Qing dynasties to illustrate the policy of naturalizing
the Poyang Lake district by Zhu Yuanzhang in the early Ming Dynasty
and the cultural strategies adopted by the major lineages of the Poyang
Lake district in response to the mid- Ming reform of the fishing tax system
(hebosuo) . In response to the the fishing tax system and “loyal minister”
ideology implemented by the Ming Dynasty, the Yu family, who lived
around the fishing port of Chuochi Lake, utilized the orthodox parlance of
constructing a home for an outstanding imperial servant and integrated
them into the broad narrative of Chinese history, this not only makes
ancestor worship present a sacrificial form in which the “head of fishing
households” and the gods are united, but also left a vivid mark of the
“waterside” on local customs and demonstrates the formation and
transformation of the space with a particular fisher folk belief during the

Ming and Qing dynasties.
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