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Menhuan and Local Society:

a Case Study of Xiaoyangmen Menhuan
in Northwest China (1907-1944)

Wenzhong MA
Department of History, Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Beijing Normal University
Abstract

At the beginning of the Guangxu (1875-1908) reign, after the anti-
Qing activities of the Hui people in Hezhou, Gansu, ended, the
Xiaoyangmen Menhuan, a Sufi religious lineage that was a branch of
Beizhuang Menhuan, was established at Malizhuang, a mountain village
on the east edge of the Taizisi, where Islamic teaching was foundational.
It competed for influence and resources with the Humen Menhuan. When
Yang Shengchun became the third leader of the Xiaoyangmen Menhuan at
the end of the Guangxu reign, he took advantage of opportunities brought
by changes in the local political and economic environment to crowd out
the local non-Menhuan lineages and other competitive forces through
continual economic activity and the accumulation of wealth. At the same
time, he used religious and political power to protect the interests of the
Menhuan and local communities. This in turn allowed the Xiaoyangmen
Menhuan to accumulate religious, political, and economic power in
Kangjia and Panjia villages in the east of the Taizisi to become a

dominant force in local society.
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