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The Propagation of Imperial Edicts and the
Governance of the Southwestern

Frontier in the Late Qing Dynasty:
A Documentary Investigation based on the Printing
of the “Sancai Liangzhou” from the Ailao

Mountain Region of Central Yunnan

Kaiwan XIONG
School of Humanities

Kunming University
Abstract

Sancai Liangzhou (Good Vessel of the Trinity of Heaven, Earth and
Man) is “textual evidence” that fully reflects the fact that the various
ethnic groups of the “three dependent territories” of Jingdong, Zhenyuan,
and Xinping in the Ailao Mountain area of central Yunnan took the
creation and printing of publications propagating imperial edicts as a
banner enterprise, implementing social order on the frontier from the
outbreak of the Du Wenxiu Rebellion in 1856 until 1910. In the process
of the creation and printing of these text, local elites combined the
“sixteen imperial edicts” which represented the intentions of the Qing
state and the “eight virtues™ that were put forward to serve the Tongzhi
Restoration with local history and culture to unite and integrate the ethnic
groups on the frontiers and effectively shape the national identity of the
regional community. Based on detailed anthropological fieldwork, the

printing of the Sancai Liangzhou demonstrates the dynamic process of

Kaiwan XIONG, Kunming University, Kunming, Yunnan, No. 2 Puxin Road, Economic and
Technological Development Zone, Kunming, 650214. E- mail: Fengchu452@163.com

Journal of History and Anthropology vol. 23, no. 1 (April,2025): 143-174
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continuous interaction and diverse interconnection of the social order on
the southwest frontier. Continuous belief in the efficacy of text and

beneficence of frontier society were crucial factors in this process.

Keywords: Propagation of Imperial Edicts, Frontier Governance,
Rebellions of the Xianfeng and Tongzhi Reigns,
Local Elites



