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A Study of Juntu in the Early Qing Dynasty,
Centered on the Newly Discovered Tujia
Documents in Pingxiang,

Jiangxi Province

Yan LING, Tingyu ZHANG
School of Humanities and Media

Pingxiang University
Abstract

Pingxiang County was a battleground during the Ming-Qing
transition and the Rebellion of the Three Feudatories. War caused
catastrophic damage to the land and tax distribution scheme known as the
tujia system. To rectify these circumstances, during the Shunzhi and
Kangxi reigns, the government made adjustment to the fujia system in
Pingxiang. They implemented a comprehensive reform of the rujia
system, implementing the junfu system, which was modeled after the
equal fields and equal labor service obligations systems prevalent in the
Jiangnan region. During the juntu reforms, the original tujia households
coopertated with the government, absorbing incoming immigrants into the
tujia system in the form of “top-up”. This measure not only alleviated
tax and labor burdens for existing households, it also enabled a large
number of incoming migrants to secure household registration.
Pingxiang’s fujia system was rebuilt under these mutually beneficial

conditions. These reforms had a profound effect on the population
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structure and social organization of rural communities at the grassroots

level.
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