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Registering and Reporting on Pengmin in Southern

Anhui during the Qing Dynasty

Zhongxin HUANG Yulu WANG
Department of History Army Engineering

Jinan University University of PLA
Abstract

Since the mid-Qing Dynasty, the number of pengmin—floating
population and immigrants—entering the mountainous areas of southern
Anhui grew significantly, drawing the attention of the government. In the
middle of the Qianlong reign, the counties of Qimen and Xuancheng
conducted initial population surveys. During the Jiaqing period, the
intensification of conflicts between the local people and the pengmin in
Huizhou Prefecture led the government to conduct a more accurate survey
of the number of pengmin and shanpeng—simple dwellings. A plan was
proposed to require them to return to their native places within a limited
period of time, but it was not implemented effectively. Beginning in the
fourth year of the Daoguang reign, the governor of Anhui Province
adopted an annual reporting system, and these reports suggested that the
number of pengmin was decreasing. Yet these numbers did not reflect the
actual situation—many pengmin remained in the mountainous areas of
southern Anhui. Although the governor of Anhui paid attention to the
management of the pengmin in southern Anhui through the Baojia system
for a time after the Taiping Rebellion, the pengmin had largely integrated

into local society and were no longer the main target of registration. The
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local government’s handling of pengmin was generally passive and
lenient, allowing a large number of pengmin to settle in the mountainous

areas of southern Anhui through legal means.

Keywords: pengmin, Baojia system, reporting, southern Anhui,

Qing dynasty



