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Chinese entrepreneurs of the more recent past. These
manuscripts are essential when investigating Chinese
businessin S.E. Asiaand abroad.

Recordsof professional bodiesalso contain useful
information. These organizations relating to brewing,
manufacturing banking, shipping, industrial and
agricultural activities are often located in major citiesin
S.E. Asiaand accessisreadily available. The Malayan
breweries Archives in Singapore contains materials
relating to Lee Kong-chian and the Chinese networksin
soft drinks manufacture when they attempted to move
into beer productionintheearly 1930s. The Rice Growers
Association in London has an impressive collection of
materials on Chineserice tradersin Asiain the 19th and

20th centuries.

Finally, the use of corporate biographies in
constructing details of Chinese business is rampant

among sociologists, anthropologists as well as business

historians. Caution is necessary here. They are effusive
intheir praise of the entrepreneur, and often providelittle
insight into how he accumulated capital nor how thefirm
was organised. A more rigorous interpretative volumeis
Sepping Out: The Making of Chinese Entrepreneursin
Sngapore by Chan Kwok-bun and Claire Chiang Sue-
ngoh.

Within this type of source on Chinese
busi nessmen are the cremation volumes of major Chinese
capitalists. They contain essential data.on village origins,
networks, achievements etc. Thistradition of producing
a cremation publication is particularly popular in
Thailand. These can be located in clan association
libraries aswell as on the stallsin the Central Market in
Bangkok, when families disposing of their household
paraphernalia, they also reject their ancestors cremation
volumes. These can fill the gaps in existing Chinese

business history resources.
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