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Ethnic Marginality, Regional Development, and Transnational Palitics:

| dentity Change among the Jing People in Fangcheng, Guangxi Province
Cheung Siu Woo
Humanities Division
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Research Objective

In this proposed research, | intend to study the
congtitution of transnational identity and its dialectical
interaction with social change among the Jing people
(52) inFangcheng (Ff35%), Guangxi Province, close
to the Sino-Vietnamese border. The Jing are a small
Vietnamese-speaking ethnic minority group in China's
"nationaity" (minzu [SJZ%) system, with a population
of lessthan twenty-thousand people, mainly concentrated
on three small islands along the coast of Fangcheng
County. Their ancestors were fishermen who migrated
from the coastal areas of northern Vietnam to Fangcheng
starting from the early sixteenth century through the mid-
twentieth century. Thisresearch will trace the history of
local ethnic interaction in the context of national and
transnational politicsto explicate the dynamicsof identity
change among this group in the regional development
of Southwest China and Vietnam in recent years.

With their subsistence specializing in fishing and
supplemented by subsidiary agricultural and salt
production, the Jing peoplewere subjected to domination
throughout history by the overlords of other strong local
ethnic groups, including the Yao (3%), Zhueng (1),
and Han (¥). Since 1958, Fangcheng County was
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established as an "autonomous county of multi-
nationdities' (gezu zizhixian & jiEH &%), withtheding
people largely being a marginalized ethnic component
in terms of demographic, economic, and political
strength. A part of this research will focus on the
emergence of anew generation of native elite within the
Chinese national framework of minority ingtitutions, such
as the various academic and administrative state
organizations at the county and provincial levels, and
the development of ethnic identity in terms of the official
minority system.

The group's transnational identity centers around
several socio-historical aspects: their kinship network
spanning the Sino-Vietnamese border; their collective
memory in oral tradition of anative hero fighting against
the French in the Sino-French wars over the vassalage
of Vietnam during the late Qing period; and a part of the
group's conversion to Catholicism during the presence
of the French power and the revival of church activities
in the recent decade. Inthisresearch, | will investigate
the Jing's positions during the Indo-Chinese War when
Chinaassisted North Vietnam to fight against the United
States and South Vietnam in the 1960still the mid-1970s,
and the Sino-Vietnamese War in the late 1970s. The
group's fluid transnational identity in terms of their



