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Villagers Community, Scholars Community:

An Outsider’s View
Beatrice G. Faure

(A four-day workshop co-organized by Xiamen University and the Center of Chinese Sudies, McGill University was
held in Fujian from 11 to 14 July, 1997. Participants visited villages and temples in Fuzhou and Putian regionsin the
daytime and had round-table discussionsin the evening. The following iswritten by one of the participants, Beatrice,
G. Faure, who is beginning First Year in Social Anthropology at the London School of Economics and Political

Science.)

Thissummer | saw Chinafor thefirst time. | had
been on short trips before, but had always been occupied
by the standards of hygiene, the food, or the comforts
more than truly attempting to see the world beyond my
well-being, and look at theways of lifeof thelocal people.
Of course, the Chinal saw was only avery small part of
the whole country, as we visited a few locationsin the
South-eastern province of Fujian. However, what | saw
was deeply fascinating, and, to an “outsider” in every
way, it was adefinite eye-opener.

| was an “outsider” in every sense of the word.
Being the only “youngster” amongst agroup of scholars,
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| was completely ignorant of their ways of thinking,
observation, interestsand pointsof view. | felt very much
a“foreigner” in such an alien country, | was unfamiliar
with everything from the food we were served in
restaurants, to theways of life of thelocal people. Hence
thisis an article not only about the ways of life in the
villagesthat | found interesting, but also of the practices
of the scholars on the sametrip.

Thefirst interesting thing | found whilst wewere
walking around the temples, was that the temples are not
simply buildings that hold records of the past, but arein
fact, places of importance even in daily lifetoday. From



