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Asian Business History Centre, The University of

Queensland
Lai Chi-kwong

The University of Queensland

I ntroduction

The Asian Business History Centre of the
University of Queendland was established in November
1996 in recognition of the growing interest in the business
traditions of Asia. Its primary aim isto strengthen links
with international research centres as well as with the
business community in both Australia and Asia.
Moreover, the Centre will help the Australian business
community to understand the Asian way of doing
business.

The Centre is a cooperative venture involving
academics from the University of Queendland and other
major research universities. It bringstogether historians,
economists and sociol ogists who have undertaken awide
range of research projects examining aspects of the
business culture of East Asia. Although the Centreisa
newly established ingtitute, severa international eminent
business historians are already affiliated with it.
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Publications

The Centreis currently sponsoring an electronic
journal the Journal of Chinese Cultural History, and
proposes to develop the following publications. Papers
on Overseas Chinese, trade, business networks and
emigration, East Asian Business History discussion
paper, and Asian Business History Series. The Centre's
Associates serve on the editorial board of the centre’s
publications.

Collections

The Centre collects research materials related to
Asian business history studies. A total number of 120
pieces of opticd disks of Chinese archives and 30 volumes
of the Title Deeds Files of Shanghai are in order. Other
materials currently available in the Centre include
Queendand Asian Business Weekly, World News, Library
Holdings on Asian Business History, publications of Centre
associates, and newdetters from major research centres.
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Affiliates

The Centre has three types of Associates: (1)
Research Associates: including scholarsin thefield; (2)
Corporate Associates: including representatives from the
local business community; and (3) Student Associates:
including graduates and advanced students in Asian
Business History.

Projects and Activities

A particular strength among the researches
conducted by staff associated with the Asian Business
History Centre is Shanghai studies. They also supervise
theses on Asian Business History in particular, and the
economic history of Asiain generd. Other areas of interest
include Augtrdian-Chinese relations, Japanese Technology

and the economic organisation of South East Asia.

Research projects currently conducted by the
Centre Associates include: (1) Ming-Ch’ing Economic
history; (2) Business in Shanghai: Past & Present; (3)
Risk and Chance in Modern China; (4) Australian-
Chinese Business Networks; and (5) Japanese
Technology.

The Centre runs a series of public lectures on the
overseas Chinese and Chinese Intellectual History with
the Asian Languages Department. The Centre will also
run occasional conferences or series of workshop on
Business in Shanghai. Conference and lectures series
run by the Centrein the years 1996-97 include:

(2) Businessin Shanghai: Past and Present Conference (March 1997)
The conference was attended by a forum of scholars from around the globe. Topics covered include department
stores, banking, stock market, technology transfer & commercial culture, contemporary Shanghai enterprises, and
Shanghai capitalistsin overseastrade. A conference volume is going to be published.

(2) Asian Business History L ecture Series (Semester |1 1997)

(3) Chinese Intellectual History Lecture Series (March 1996 - May 1997)
(4) The Overseas Chinese Seminars (Semester |1 1996 - Semester | 1998)

L ocation and Contact

Asian Business History Centre, Room 527, Gordon Greenwood Building
Department of History, The University of Queensland, 4072, Australia

For further details please contact:

Dr Chi-kong Lai, Director, Asian Business History Centre
Department of History, The University of Queensland, 4072, Australia

Ph: (07) 3365-6339
International: 61-7-3365-6339
Fax: (07) 3365-6266

Email: c.lai@mailbox.uq.oz.au
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Michael Williams (&3#&¥) 35 Henson Street, Summer Hill 2130, Sydney, Australia.
E-mail: banbei @wr.com.au
Ph / Fax: 61-2-97986674

Could anyone interested in or with knowledge about
the nature of continuing contacts between Chinese
who went to Australiaand their districts of origin, in
particular people from Zhongshan county, in the
period from about 1880 to 1945, please contact:
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