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Rudolf P. Hommel, China at Work (Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press, 1937) pp.191-278

“There are three essential parts requisite for the process of calendaring freshly steneilled or one-
color dyed fabrics: astone base plate, awooden roller and a peculiarly fashioned heavy stone which
is placed upon the roller to moveit back and forth upon the base plate. They can al three be seenin
Fig. 278.

The heavy notched stone, shown tilted on itsside, is29 inches high, 2 feet wide at the flat bottom
and 13 inches deep. Enough is seen of the base plate to perceive that is upper surface is concaved
into aflat trough-like hollow, in which the roller of very hard wood can freely roll back and forth. The
roller is20 incheslong and 3%2inchesin diameter. A few feet of cloth arelaid under theroller on this
curved base plate, brought over the roller and folded over on the side where the rest of the cloth bolt
islying. Then the heavy notched stoneistilted upon the roller so asto move the latter back and forth
until the strip of the cloth under pressure shows the desired gloss.

The gpparatusis operated by a bare-footed worker who jumps on top of the stone and with one
foot on each of its horns dexterously does the tilting. To keep his balance he holds on to a horizontal
bar fastened at a proper distance over the stone. It is really remarkable to see with what ease the
worker pedipulates this heavy stone. Fold upon fold is thus fed under and over the roller until the
whole bolt has been calendered. Each time a new part is ready to be shifted in, the worker tilts the
stone on its side and rearranges the cloth.”




