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“Cholera Outbreak: Over a Dozen Cases Discovered
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in Singapore,” The Straits Times, August 2, 1907,
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“Frightening the Cholera Devils: Ricksha Coolies Organise a Procession”, The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile

Advertiser, 21 August 1907 [EEtH+=> 2H1=].p. 2.

The Hockcha [#8/% ] ricksha coolies organised a grand procession on Monday night for the purpose
of frightening away the cholera devils. It is understood that the procession cost $2,000. There were lan-
terns, flags and torches and everyone in the procession was garbed like a hantu [ 58] and had a fiercely
painted face. They paraded the streets occupied by ricksha coolies with much beating of gongs. At each
depot they were received with cracker firing. Most of those attacked by the cholera were ricksha coolies,
and the members of that community believe that they have now frightened away the cholera demons. The
procession attracted a good deal of interest in the Kampong Glam district [ H/E:4&EE » FE8 s~ dk
#&18 Rochor Hl& ] . Chinese children were not allowed to view the procession as it was believed that

numerous “spooks” were about at the time.

We learn that some time to-day [ BBt H -+ => ZHI =1 , four or five model junks will be
launched into the sea by the ricksha coolies from the vicinity of Ophir Road. The idea is to send all the
cholera demons away from Singapore by the boats to some other country. It is said that the Chinese have

selected Hongkong as the place to send the cholera to!
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“A ”Hantu” Ship”, The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser, 24 August 1907 [ BELH+7~ - 28175],

p.6.

There was much consternation among the natives at Tanjong Rhoo [ F} 7 & ] yesterday morning,
when it was discovered that a “kapal hantu” [ P& {5 ] or cholera ship had drifted up to the beach. The
natives crowded round, but would not touch the little vessel. It is believed to have been launched from
Beach Road [35Z#&] on Wednesday night [B[18 H 21 H > &+ H+=1] by Chinese ricksha coo-
lies, and it was hoped that the cholera demon had taken its departure by the boat. The little craft is nearly
five feet in length, and “s.s.Delwara” is painted on each side of the bows. It is beautifully built and has a
mast and sails. It carries a number of small guns and a crew of about a dozen dolls, some of whom have
miniature telescopes up to their eyes. It is believed by the natives that owing to a squall the ghost ship was
run ashore at Tanjong Rhoo. Rice, eggs and foodstuff are on board for the consumption of the “hantu”.
A European resident, one of the gallant S.V.C. towed the little ship to his bungalow and placed it in his
room. He is looked upon by the natives as a doomed man? He is, however, very pleased with his curious

find.

Fifgs =
“Chinese Sembayang Hantu” [#E A JRE{1] , The Straits Times, 24 August, 1907, page 6

The Chinese Sembayang Hantu was celebrated last night. The finest comestibles Singapore could produce
were placed on large tables in Boat Quay [ B{ffif55H ] , and in Teluk Ayer [ E 7% 557% ] and Market
Streets, as offerings to the spirits. As usual, incense was burned and baskets of gold and silver imitation money
surrounded the tables.

Rain interfered seriously with the celebration, and, before the Sembayang ended, the banners and other arti-
cles of paper and cloth, which decorated the tables, presented a very bedraggled appearance. The various kinds
of fruits, the roast pig, geese, ducks, crabs, and so forth, were not injured by the downpour, however, and will

make quite as good food for the spirits as if the rain had not fallen.

ligg=dU

“A Weird Ceremony: Chinese Joss Pidjin: Frightening away the Cholera Demons” The Singapore Free Press and
Mercantile Advertiser, 28 August 1907, p.12. i/ H &L 1923 LRI AHGREEAIRI NI NI E A ANYE § - HREE
HIREEE - (R8T

A unique and most interesting ceremony took place at the ricksha coolie depots in Ophir Road [
JEEZ] , off Queen Street [ 45[A#] , yesterday afternoon. A number of cases of Cholera have occurred
in these depots lately, and several cases in the immediate vicinity. The coolies and towkays [ TH 57 ]
organised a grand festival for the purpose of frightening away from Singapore the cholera demons. About
$5000 were collected among the towkays and coolies, and for the past ten days, or so, quaint ceremonies
have been carried on. On three nights, processions paraded the various streets. The coolies were busy in

the meantime building four model junks to carry away the cholera fiends.
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The celebrations were brought to a close yesterday afternoon amidst much excitement, and in view of
several hundreds of Chinese. The clans participating in the clearing out of the devils were the Hockchews
[&)N] , Hockchas [ &%) and the Hengwahs [##{[:] . The ghost ships were made of bamboo and
paper and were really works of art. They were cleverly made of various coloured paper, and in shape were
exactly like Chinese junks. Two of the craft were about fifteen feet in length and one, the smartest of the
lot, was over twenty feet long and broad in proportion. The final ceremony commenced at four o’clock.
The three vessels were drawn into the roadway, the two smaller ones were carried and the large one was
drawn on wheels. The sails, made of yellow paper, were then hoisted. The leading vessel had as a fig-
urchead, a dragon with a flaming wide open mouth. On tables placed near the ships were candles, roast
ducks, fowls, pigs, goats, fruit and cakes. Numerous sheets of sacrificial paper were burned and hundreds
of crackers and bombs were let off. About two score ricksha coolies were dressed as demons with gro-
tesquely painted faces. Some of their faces were red, blue, black, green and yellow, and were streaked
with white. They were armed with spears and spiked clubs and many had horns fastened on to their heads.
They were a fierce looking lot and formed a bodyguard for the fleet. One gigantic Chinaman carried a
huge wooden sword and apparently represented an executioner. Several monks in gay robes were chanting
prayers round the “Joss”, inside the principal depot, to the accompaniment of Chinese music. Every few
minutes they uttered long drawn out “oughs” in which they were joined by demoniacal bodyguard, while
numerous other Chinese blew bamboo-horns. It was a weird spectacle.

Leaning on one of the “joss” tables in the roadway, was a stalwart cooliec who appeared to be in a
trance. He was in a frenzy and rolled his eyes till only the while were visible. It was explained that he was
possessed of a spirit: a god had entered into him. He gesticulated wildly and was believed to be commun-
ing with the spirits of the departed. Any one whose friends or relations had died could converse with them
through him. He was certainly not shamming. To the writer her appeared to be mad, but a medical gentle-
man present said, in his opinion, the man was in a trance. He went on unceasingly and untiringly.

The vessels were loaded up with paper money, candles, crackers, fruit and rice. In the largest junk
were places a white pup, a grey kitten, a cock, a duck and a couple of white pigeons. The monks then
assembled in front of the largest ship and chanted prayers, while the bodyguard knelt down in the road.
The head monk picked up a sharp steel sword and fought a duel with an unseen spirit. He worked himself
into a state of frenzy, and the crowd of onlookers stepped back in awe. The monk then picked up a cock
and holding it in his left hand and the sword in his right danced about and gesticulated wildly. After some
minutes he put the weapon down and pricked the cock’s comb with a finger nail. A drop of blood was
taken and was mixed with Chinese red ink. The fowl was then put under a joss table and after more in-
cantations had been droned, the high priest mounted on a stool and dabbed the figure head and other parts
of the boat with the mixture. He then returned to the Joss table and exhorted the demons to depart in the
vessels. The men demons raised pandemonium with their yells of “ough” bamboo horns and banging of
drums and clashing of cymbals. The spectators joined the noise. The Chief Sanitary Inspector was present
and seemed to be assisting in the devil hunting. He expressed his desire of helping in anything that would
drive away the cholera.

These exhortations continued till six o’clock and a fourth and much smaller vessel then made its ap-

pearance. It was apparently a tender to the bigger craft. The chief monk seized the small boat and carried
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it into the depot. The idea was to take the devils out to the fleet, but this apparently did not meet with their
approval. The little vessel tossed and rocked round the room, but the devils would not come out to the
bigger ships. One priest endeavoured to coax the tiny ship out by means of bright papers on the end of a
pole, while another priest tried to drive it out with a drawn sword. They sprang back when the boat turned
on them. The excitement was great, and the “oughs” were deafening. Several times the boat got as far as
the entrance, but returned again and careered wildly round the room. After fully twenty minutes of pitch-
ing and tossing, the boast was driven and coaxed out. It careered round the fleet and then dashed back to
the depot again. Eventually, the devils were persuaded to leave the depot and the tender made five stormy
trips to and from the big junk amidst the wildest excitement. The devils were represented by black, red,
blue, green and yellow effigies and they were all put on board at last. The tender then took up a position
at the head of the procession and after maneuvering about wildly for some time started off in the direc-
tion of Rochore Canal Road. The other vessels and the procession followed it with a rush, and a huge roar
went up from the assembled hundreds. After a short mad, yelling rush, a stop was made at a landing stage
at the Rochor river [#&f& 1] . Hundreds of bombs and crackers were let off and the gongs and drums
were banged madly. The men dressed as demons tore off their devil clothes and washed their faces. The
head monk waved his sword in the direction of the river and exhorted the devils to depart. The fleet were
then set on fire one by one. The tender was burned first and the biggest ship last. The flames roared and
crackled and burned fiercely and the ceremony was at an end. Our representative, who was watching very
carefully, did not see the animals and birds taken out of the big junk before she was set alight and believes
that they were burned to death. The towkays, however, assured him that they were removed before fire

was put to the vessels. Perhaps, they are afraid of enquiries by the police. ”
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